Dr Balf has mentioned the frequency and importance of this lesion as found at autopsies in this city. If With regard to the elderly primipara, it had already been pointed out that age at confinement was a social factor related to the incidence of mongolism. The age parity relationship is one more example of the influence exerted by social factors on the incidence of birth injury and mental defect.
Concerning the birth weight of the mature infant, there is very little difference between the mean birth weight of male and female babies. In an unpublished investigation into the mean birth weight of first-born babies of mothers in the same social class the mean birth weight of male babies was approximately four ounces more than the mean birth weight of female babies. This difference was not enough to be of statistical significance though it might be of obstetrical importance.
Concerning the greater frailty and higher incidence of abnormality in the male sex it was stated that there was at least one exception to this rule, namely anencephaly, some 75 per cent, of the cases of which condition were of the female sex.
